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CONCEPTS AND FEATURES OF THE POLITICAL 
SYSTEM OF SOCIETY

The social order of each country implies the existence of such a component 
as political system. At present, Ukrainian society is undergoing a stage of trans-
formation of the political system, moving towards becoming an equal actor in the 
society-state relationship, thus developing the characteristic qualities of civil socie-
ty. The multifunctionality of such a cognitive structure as the political system of 
society has caused the pluralism of opinions in the approaches to its interpretation, 
in particular from the point of law. The information component is key in the devel-
opment of the political system of society.

Despite the significant contribution of such domestic and foreign scientists 
as O. Babkina, M. Baimuratov, E. Batalov, O. Batanov, P. Bieglov, Y. Bytiak, 
V. Bogatyriov, I. Butko, A. Vengerov , D. Vydrin, B. Gaievskyi, V. Helman, 
V. Horbatenko, V. Hrygoriev, O. Danylian, O. Dzioban, O. Demianchuk, 
M. Idrisova, D. Easton, V. Kampo, G. Klimova, M. Kononchuk, S. Korzh, 
V. Kostytskyi, S. Maksymov, M. Marchenko, L. Nalyvaiko, M. Orzikh, M. Panov, 
O. Petryshyn, V. Pohorilko, O. Proskurina, P. Rabinovych, O. Rudakevych, 
Y. Riaboi, P. Sas, H. Sashchuk, S. Seriohina, O. Skakun, V. Tatsii, Yu. Todyka, 
V. Trushyna, V. Khropaniuk, Y. Shemshuchenko, I. Shtuka, V. Yakoviuk, I. Yaru-
lin and others, who have researched individual issues of the political system of so-
ciety, there is a lack of a modern and effective scientific theoretical approach to 
understanding this category and features of the current state and further develop-
ment, which negatively affects the formation of civil society and the rule of law in 
Ukraine.

The modernization of the political system of Ukrainian society in the mod-
ern era is one of the ambiguous phenomena, which results in the process of chang-
ing not only the political course of the state, but practically the whole substantive 
part of the political system of society. At the present stage, when Ukraine is getting 
rid of the remnants of the past and direct total interference in all spheres of society, 
it is important to analyze the nature and content of modernization of the political 
system of society, the features of its formation process and the prospects for its fur-
ther development. For more than twenty years, Ukrainian society has been in a 
state of systemic transit – the transition to a new quality level of all spheres of its 
activity.
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Every society, regardless of its level of development, is undergoing some 
degree of political and legal transformation. This is characteristic of both highly 
developed (civil) and the underdeveloped (tribal) society [1, p. 28]. The problem of 
interaction between political existence and political consciousness has always in-
terested scientists. But studies of the relationship between the ideal and the real in 
politics become relevant at the turning points of history, when the processes of 
democratization include broad sections of the population in socio-political life [2, 
p. 46-47]. Since these issues need legal regulation, there is a need to study them 
from the standpoint of science of theory of state and law.

Today, the inability of political party leaders to consolidate and make im-
portant compromise decisions should be acknowledged as a negative phenomenon 
in the political system of society. The main transformational measures in the polit-
ical system of society should be development of the Ukrainian political elite; har-
monization of relations between all subjects of the political system of society; re-
form and adjustment of national legislation with international standards. The effec-
tiveness of the political system ensures the proper functioning of the social, eco-
nomic, spiritual and cultural spheres.

Each system of society is a single, orderly system of components, the inter-
action of which causes the emergence of a different quality. The political system is 
no exception. The term “political system of society” provides an opportunity to 
identify and characterize the political interests of different actors.

Confusion in legal terminology on the understanding of the term “political 
system of society” needs to turn to theoretical developments in this field.

The category “political system of society” has been introduced into the sci-
entific field relatively recently, at the stage of development of society, when politi-
cal parties, public associations, movements began to operate alongside state institu-
tions. Exploring the issues of the political system of society, L. Nalyvaiko con-
cludes that in a broad sense it is a set of interrelated and interdependent political 
institutions stipulated by the Constitution and laws of Ukraine, which exercise 
power in society, regulate political relations, political activity, ensure stability and 
order in accordance with the achieved level of political culture. The scientist also 
emphasises that understanding the political system of society as a set of state and 
non-state institutions fetishizes the state as a subject of the political system, thus 
denying the priority role of the people. After all, the political system is usually 
called the political system of society, not the political system of the state [3, p. 38-
40]. This approach is of great practical importance for understanding the political 
sphere of society and the importance of active public in it. In the rule of law, the 
primary tasks of the political system of society are to ensure public order, to create 
conditions for political stability, and to harmonize important interests for society.

The emergence of the term “political system” was conditioned by the isola-
tion of a set of different political phenomena into a certain integrity against the 
background of the rest of society [4, p. 75]. In legal science, domestic studies of the 
political system of Ukrainian society began in the 60s of the 20th century [5]. In 
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general, the term “political system” was hardly used in the scientific works of do-
mestic scientists until the 70s of the 20th century. Instead, the term “political organ-
ization of society” was applied [6]. In Soviet times, the political system was re-
garded, as a rule, formally, symbolically, as a collection of political organizations
[3, p. 39; 7, p. 23].

The political system does not exist separately from the external environment 
with which it interacts with aid, carrying out “transformation” within itself. This 
makes it possible to speak of the implementation of the political system and, ac-
cordingly, of its internal processes in some general plane [4, p. 76].

Today in the scientific literature, in particular the legal, political systems of 
society are offered to understand as follows: the political system is an integrated 
set of state and non-state social institutions that exercise power, manage the affairs 
of society, regulate the relationship between citizens, social groups, nations, states, 
states stability of society, a certain social order [8, p. 145]; component, organic part 
of the social system, which includes the totality of different social subjects and in-
stitutions, united by participation in the political life of society, the various forms 
of political relations and relationships in which it is realized and the core of which 
are relations about state power and the results of political activity [9, p. 19-20]; set 
of political institutions and organizations, political activity, political relations, po-
litical norms, principles and traditions, political consciousness, culture and media 
in their interaction, reflecting the interests and will of the social associations that 
exercise political power, struggle for its exercise within rights through the state [10, 
p. 23]; holistic, orderly set of political institutions, political roles, relations, pro-
cesses, principles of political organization of society, subordinate to the code of 
political, social, legal, ideological, cultural norms, historical traditions and princi-
ples of political regime of a particular society [11, p. 6]; holistic, orderly set of po-
litical institutions, political relations, processes, principles of political organization 
of a society, subject to certain political, social, legal, ideological, cultural norms, 
historical traditions and principles of political regime of a particular society [12, 
p. 113]; a comprehensively organized and orderly set of political institutions, 
which are intended to carry out their activities on the normative and legal basis and 
to promote the legitimacy of political power in the state, as well as to provide so-
cial and spiritual guarantees for the development of society [13, p. 94]. The concept 
of a political system is multidimensional in nature, the content of which are organ-
izational and political institutions.

In its system, the phenomenon under study includes the organization of po-
litical power, relations between society and public authority.

Successful development of Ukraine as a European democratic state is im-
possible without realizing the importance of introducing effective ways of modern-
izing the political system of society. Based on this analysis, it is appropriate to de-
fine the term “political system of society” as a coherent and complex set of ele-
ments, the tasks of which are aimed at achieving and ensuring the stable function-
ing of society through their effective interaction and implementation of political 
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functions in accordance with the fundamental principles of law. Among the fea-
tures of the political system of society are the following: the integrity and com-
plexity of the elements; conditional independence; internal and external relation-
ships; static and dynamic character; normative regulation.
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