Scientific Bulletin of Dnipropetrovsk State University of Internal Affairs. 2022. Special Issue Ne |

UDC 340
DOI 10.31733/2078-3566-2022-5-298-302

Taras VOLIKOV ©

Doctoral Student

(Dnipropetrovsk State University

of Internal Affairs, Dnipro, Ukraine)

TACTICS FOR EXAMINING THE SCENE
WHEN INVESTIGATING SHOPLIFTING

Tapac Bomiko. TAKTHKA OIJISIAY MICOA TOAII MPA PO3CJIIIYBAHHI
KPAIAI’KOK 3 MAT'ABHUHIB. B crarti po3MisgaloThes OpraHizamiiiHi Ta TakTHYHI 0COOIMBOCTI
MIPOBEICHHS OMISy MICLs IOZIl IPHU PO3CIiAyBaHHI KpaJibKOK 3 MarasuHiB. Harosomryerses, mo Bix
CBOEYACHOCTI Ta SIKOCTI NPOBEAEHHS OIISAIB y 0araTbOX BHIAJKAX 3AJICKHUTH YCIIX PO3CIiAyBaHHS
KPUMiHAJIBHUX IPABOIOPYIIEHb 3a3HaueHoi kareropii. OpraHi3aumiiiHO-TaKTHYHI OCOOJHMBOCTI OIISIAY
MicCIIA HOAIT PO3IIIAAAIOTECS Ha KOKHOMY 3 TPHOX €TaIliB: IMiIr0TOBYOMY, pOOOYOMY Ta 3aKIIOYHOMY.

[Mpuningerses yBara TakTHII oryisigy Ha pododomy erami. Ilicast mpoBeneHHs opraHizamiiHO-
MiATOTOBYMX 3aXOJIB CIIIYMH MEpeXomuTh N0 pobodoi craxii ormsgy. Merton ornsiay oOupaeTbes B
3aJIeKHOCT] Bii KOHKPETHOI OOCTAHOBKH, LI0 CKJIajachk Ha Micii monii. [Ipu po3cimiayBaHHI KpagiKok 3
MarasuHiB, OTJIS]] ITIOYMHAETHCS 3 BXITHHUX JBEpel Ta MPOBOAUTHCS KOHIEHTPUYHUM CIIOcOOOM. Y pasi,
KOJIM CIIOYATKy BHSBIICHO MiCLle IPOHUKHEHHS JI0 MarasuHy, OIJIsi/l IPOBOANTHCS TAKOXK KOHLEHTPUYHUM
C10co00M, MOYHMHAIOYH 3 IBOTO MicIsL. Y OyAb-sIKOMY BHIIQJIKY, OTJISL] TEPUTOPIl MPUMIIIEHHS Mara3uHy
MPOBOUTHCS HE CYIUILHO, a BUOipKoBo. 11100 BUSBUTH CIiid HA MiCIi MO/ii, HEOOXITHO CKIIACTH MOJIENb
nofii, To0TO 3arajgbpHe YABIEHHS PO XapakTep i XifJ Mofii, o BiaOynacs; 03HAHOMUTHCS 3 00CTaHOBKOIO
MICIIS TOJIi{, BCTAHOBHUTH CTaH 1 MOJIOKEHHSI OKPEMUX MPEMETIB 10 MOJil, BUIUIUTH Miclsi HIMOBIPHOTO
pO3TaIlyBaHHS CIIIIB, B3a€EMO3B’SI30K PI3HUX CIIJIB Ta MEXaHi3M IX YTBOPEHHS, BH3HAUHUTH IULIXH
NPUXOIy Ta BIAXOAY 3J0YMHIIB. Buxoasuu 3i cTBOpeHOi Moaesi noAii B IiJIOMy, BU3HAYAIOTHCS BY3JIOBI
JUITHKY IPUMIIIEHHS, MiCLIEBOCT1, KOHKPETHU3YIOTHCS IPEAMETH, 10 3HAXOIATHCS Ha IUITHKAX, HA SKUX,
HMoBipHime Mo OyTd 3amumieHi caigu. Ilpu npomy Tpeba BHXOAWTH 3 OOCTaHOBKHM MicHs MOZII, 3
BJIACTUBOCTEH ciiocnpuiiMarouoi MOBEpPXHI, MEXaHI3My YTBOpeHHsA pisHuX cmifiB. I[lix wac ormimy
JIOLIBHO KePYBATHCS MPUHIMIIOM KOMILIEKCHOTO MiXOLy 0 MOMIYKY CIiAiB, TOOTO HEOOXiTHO PEeTeIbHO
IIYKaTH CIiJW, YTBOPEHI PI3HUMH 00’ €KTaMH: CIIAN PYyK, B3yTTs, 3HAPSb 3JI0MY, MIKPOYACTUHKH, 3arax
tomo. Cnmiam Tpeba BHABIATH B IMOBHOMY 00cs3i, He BapTo pOOMTH MEpeAdacHi BUCHOBKH IIOJO
ineHTH(}IKAiHOT 3HAYMMOCTI CIiJIiB, OCKUTPKH YaCTO HABiTh HEMOBHI ab0 HEYITKI CIiJH MOXYTh MaTH
B)KJINBE KPUMIHATICTHYHE 3HAUCHHSL.

Ipupinserscs yBara HeraTHBHMM OOCTaBHHAM, IO MOXYTh CBIJUUTh MO IHCIEHYBaHHS
Kpagbkkd. Humum Moxyrh OyTum HEBHIpaBIaHI HOPYIICHHS OOCTAaHOBKH, 3aMHKAIOYHMX IPHCTPOIB,
BIJICYTHICTB CIIiJIiB 3JIOYMHY Y MICIISIX, Jie BOHH 3 JIOTiKOO MOBUHHI OyTH. B OkpemMux BHIagKax xapakrep
37I0MY MIEPEIIKO MOXKE CBIAYMTH, IIO0 iX OyJ0 371aMaHO HE 330BHI, a 3 BHYTPIIIHBOI CTOPOHH NPUMILICHHS.
3aKITIOUHUH eTal OISy HOJNATaE B y3araJlbHeHHI, aHai3i Ta oliHLi 310paHoi iHpopmarii Ta ¢ikcarii fioro
pe3ynbTaris. [Ipo mpoBeaeHHS OTIIALy CITiJUUi CKIIaa€ MPOTOKOI, IKUil € 000B’A3KOBUM 3ac000M dikcarii
JaHoi cnig4oi (po3urykoBoi) mii.

3po0IieHO BUCHOBOK, III0 PO3IJITHYTA ClIi4a (PO3IIYKOBa) [isl € OJHIEI0 3 BAYKIMBHUX 3 TOUKH 30pY
iHpopmaTuBHOCTI. Bin ycmixy ii mpoBeaeHHs 3aJIeKNTh MOJABIINH X1 po3ciigyBaHHs. BrockoHaneHHs
TaKTUYHUX NPHUIIOMIB MPOBEEHHS OIJBIAY Ta BIUIMB HOTO pe3yibTaTiB Ha MPOBEICHHS IHIIMX CIITIMX
(po3MIyKOBHX) il 32 TaHOKO KaTETOPI€I0 CIPaB € MEPCIEKTUBHUM HAIPSIMOM HayKOBHX PO3POOOK.

Knwwuosi crosa: poscnioysanms, caiouuil, Kpaoixcku 3 MA2a3uMig, 02150 Micys noodii, ciou,
MAKMUYHI NPULOMU.

Relevance of the study. The Constitution of Ukraine declares the inviolability of the
right to private property and the inviolability of housing from any illegal encroachments (Art. 30,
41). The inviolability of private property is recognized as an extraordinary social value in the
conditions of the renewal of our society, the formation of a democratic, legal state. Protection of
private property, its protection from criminal encroachments was and remains one of the most
important tasks of law enforcement agencies. The economic situation in the state, the level of
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prosperity of the population in recent years, unfortunately, does not contribute to reducing the
level of self-interested crime. Shoplifting accounts for a significant amount. Statistical data show
that the disclosure and investigation of these thefts is not fully satisfactory in the practice of
combating crime.

The reasons for the low effectiveness of the investigation are diverse, both objective and
subjective in nature. The main factors include insufficient security of store premises; criminals’
choice of the time of committing crimes, which does not contribute to the establishment of
witnesses and eyewitnesses; untimely notification of the police authorities about the committed
crime, which makes it impossible to use the method of investigating crimes on "hot" tracks; the
heavy workload of investigative units, which leads to the relegation of the investigation of these
thefts to the "second plan". One of the reasons is also the lack of scientifically based
recommendations for carrying out separate investigative (search) actions, in particular,
inspections during the investigation of shoplifting.

Recent publications review. The peculiarities of conducting investigative (search)
actions during the investigation attracted the attention of many. Among them, such scientists as:
V. Bakhin, V. Bernaz, A. Volobuev, V. Goncharenko, V. Zhuravel, A. Ishchenko, N. Klymenko,
V. Konovalova, V. Kuzmichev, V. Lysychenko, V. Lukashevich, E. Lukyanchikov,
G. Matusovskyi, M. Saltevskyi, K. Chaplinskyi, V. Shepitko and others. However, in the works
of scientists, attention was not paid to the specifics of conducting an inspection in the
investigation of thefts from stores, which testify to the relevance of the study of these problems.

The article’s objective. The purpose of the article is to highlight the tactical techniques
used when conducting an inspection of the scene during the investigation of shoplifting.

Discussion. A special place among investigative (research) actions aimed at obtaining
evidentiary information from material sources belongs to the review. According to art. 237 of
the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, in order to identify and record information about the
circumstances of the commission of a criminal offense, investigators and prosecutors conduct an
inspection of the area, premises, things and documents.

One of the main types of inspection is the inspection of the scene. It belongs to the
primary, unique and irreplaceable investigative (search) actions. It cannot be replaced by other
investigative (search) actions, in particular, interrogations of persons who are eyewitnesses to a
criminal event, since no witness is able to give in their testimony the necessary amount of
information that the investigator can discover directly during the inspection of the scene of the
event. During its conduct, all objects that may relate to a criminal offense are examined,
depending on the specific investigative situation, according to the internal conviction of the
investigator. Therefore, the informativeness of an investigative review is much higher than, for
example, a search or an investigative experiment [1, p. 51]. That is why the development and
improvement of tactical methods of this investigative (search) action is relevant for the practice
of investigation.

Summarizing the views of scientists, it can be noted that inspection is understood as a
procedural action, which consists in the direct perception of objects with the aim of identifying
traces of a criminal offense and other material evidence, clarifying the mechanism of a criminal
event, as well as circumstances relevant to criminal proceedings [2, p. 217; 3, p. 3; 4, p. 334].
During the investigation of thefts, the inspection allows the investigator to: directly perceive the
scene and objects in order to identify traces of the crime; create an idea about the mechanism of
the committed criminal offense; to identify, record, remove, investigate and evaluate traces of a
crime, negative circumstances and other material evidence that is important for criminal
proceedings; to establish the circumstances, reasons and conditions that contributed to the
commission of a criminal offense; create an idea about the identity of the criminal; timely put
forward investigative or investigative versions and correctly determine the directions of the pre-
trial investigation; to receive initial information for the organization of the search for the criminal
and the implementation of urgent investigative (search) actions; detain criminals on the hot trail
or determine the directions of their pursuit, establish the number of criminals, etc.

The generalization of criminal proceedings regarding thefts committed from store
premises allowed us to conclude that the inspection was carried out in 95 % of cases. It should
be noted that the success in the investigation of criminal offenses of the specified category
depends on the timeliness and quality of inspections in many cases. Any unwarranted delay in
the inspection of the crime scene may result in the destruction of the crime scene. When
investigating thefts committed from store premises, the scene may be the following objects:
premises of the store’s sales hall; storage facilities located in the store; offices of store
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management; utility rooms, corridors; possible places of arrival and departure of criminals
(windows, passage for unloading and loading goods); the surrounding area.

The inspection of the scene consists of three main stages: preparatory; working and
final [4, p. 336]. We can agree with the opinion of V. Shepitka, who points out that the
preparation for the inspection is a certain set of measures of an organizational and security nature,
which create favorable conditions for its implementation [5, p. 198].

During the investigation of thefts committed from the premises of shops, the preparatory
stage of the inspection must begin from the moment of decision on the conduct of an investigative
(search) action and include the activities of the investigator, the prosecutor before going to the
scene of the incident and directly at the scene of the incident.

The study of investigative practice, the generalization of scientific literature and the
results of the survey of employees of investigative units allow us to conclude that before going
to the scene of the incident, the investigator should carry out the following organizational and
preparatory measures:

—to ensure the immediate arrival of the investigative team at the scene of the incident. The
review may be postponed due to adverse conditions, but with the mandatory security of the scene.
A minimum period of time must elapse between the receipt of initial information about the
commission of a criminal offense and the beginning of an investigative review. The generalization
of investigative practice allows us to conclude that the optimal period of time should not exceed 15
minutes. Ignoring the principle of urgency, unjustified and unwarranted delay in the examination
can lead to negative consequences, in particular, to a change in the situation at the scene, destruction
of traces of a criminal offense and physical evidence [1, p. 58];

— in the case of the impossibility of the immediate arrival of the investigative-operational
team at the scene of the incident, to ensure its protection. This measure is most often provided at
the request of police officers by store security or sellers, depending on the time of the crime;

— to ensure that witnesses and eyewitnesses are left at the scene of the incident until the
arrival of the investigative team;

— to prepare the necessary scientific and technical means. The use of scientific and
technical means, the use of scientific achievements and strict adherence to forensic rules for
handling material sources of evidentiary information is important for conducting an examination
[6, p. 50].

—to resolve the issue regarding the use of a service search dog.

Upon arrival at the scene, the investigator must take the following organizational
measures:

— remove outsiders from the scene and take measures to preserve traces of a criminal
offense and material evidence;

— take measures to identify eyewitnesses to a criminal offense;

— take measures to organize the pursuit and detention of hot-track criminals.

After carrying out organizational and preparatory measures, the investigator proceeds to
the working stage of the inspection, during which he gets acquainted with the situation at the
scene of the incident, determines the boundaries of the inspection, puts forward versions of the
crime event. If the activity of the investigator at the organizational and preparatory stage has an
organizational nature, then at the working stage it acquires a research character. The working
stage of the investigative review consists of a number of tactical techniques that precede the
review itself and accompany it [1, p. 51]. Review tactics should be understood as a complex of
the most effective and rational techniques and methods of action or the most appropriate line of
behavior of the investigator, which ensures the detection of the maximum number of traces of a
criminal offense, physical evidence and the establishment of circumstances that are important
for criminal proceedings.

The inspection method is chosen depending on the specific situation at the scene. As a
rule, the examination in the investigation of thefts committed from store premises begins with
the entrance door to the store. In this case, the concentric method of inspection should be chosen.
In the event that the point of entry to the store is first detected, the inspection is also carried out
in a concentric manner, starting from this point. In any case, the inspection of the territory of the
store premises is not carried out continuously, but selectively. In order to detect traces at the
scene of the event, it is necessary to make a model of the event, that is, a general idea of the
nature and course of the event that took place; familiarize yourself with the situation at the scene
of the event, establish the condition and position of individual objects before the event, identify
the likely locations of traces, the relationship of various traces and the mechanism of their
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formation, determine the ways of the criminals’ arrival and departure. Based on the created
model of the event as a whole, the nodal areas of the premises and terrain are determined, and
the objects located in the areas where traces could most likely have been left are specified. At
the same time, it is necessary to proceed from the situation of the scene, from the properties of
the trace-receiving surface, and the mechanism of the formation of various traces. During the
inspection, it is advisable to be guided by the principle of an integrated approach to the search
for traces, that is, it is necessary to carefully search for traces formed by various objects:
handprints, shoes, burglary tools, microparticles, odor, etc. Traces should be detected in their
entirety, one should not make premature conclusions about the identification value of traces,
since often even incomplete or unclear traces can have important forensic value.

A thorough and high-quality investigation of the situation at the place of theft allows you
to get the maximum amount of information for the successful identification and search of the
criminal. For example, random destruction of obstacles, specifics of stolen items can indicate the
age of criminals; the place of penetration and its dimensions - on the body; the method of opening
locking devices and other obstacles — on the used hacking tools and professional skills of the
criminal; location of broken obstacles — on his physical strength. Researching the subject of
illegal encroachment allows you to make assumptions about the places of possible sales,
connections of criminals, their inclinations, preferences.

The objects discovered during the inspection must be pre-examined directly at the scene,
which allows to obtain a certain amount of information necessary for the search of the criminal
on the hot tracks. Such an investigation is usually carried out by a forensic specialist. Thus, the
study of handprints allows with a certain percentage of probability to determine the gender, age,
features of the structure of the hands, and the number of criminals. The study of shoe traces
determines the number of criminals, their gender, height, and characteristics of shoes.

When inspecting the place of theft, it is necessary to pay attention to negative
circumstances that may indicate that the theft was staged. They can be unjustified violations of
the situation, locking devices, the absence of crime traces in places where they should logically
be. In some cases, the nature of breaking obstacles may indicate that they were broken not from
the outside, but from the inside of the room.

When removing traces, the following rules must be followed: try to remove traces
together with the object on which they are formed. If the trace is on a low-value bulky object, it
is advisable to remove the trace together with a part of the object; if it is impossible to remove
the object or its part with a trace, it is copied by making casts or by copying onto trace copying
materials; when removing traces on an object, it is important to record the position of the object
or its parts at the place of detection, indicate where the outer and inner sides, lower or upper sides
of the object are, etc.; the objects themselves or their copies should be packed in such a way as
to exclude the possibility of damage to traces during transportation and storage. The package is
sealed, an accompanying text is attached to it indicating what is in it, where, when, by whom and
in connection with what it was removed and certified by the signatures of the investigator and
witnesses [7, p. 98].

The final stage of the review consists in summarizing, analyzing and evaluating the
collected information and recording its results. The investigator draws up a report on the
inspection, which is a mandatory means of recording this investigative (search) action.

Conclusions. Having considered the peculiarities of conducting an inspection in the
investigation of shoplifting, it can be noted that the considered investigative (search) action is
one of the most important from the point of view of informativeness. The further course of the
investigation depends on its success. Improving the tactical techniques of conducting the review
and the influence of its results on the conduct of other investigative (search) actions for this
category of cases is a promising direction of scientific development.
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ABSTRACT

The article deals with the organizational and tactical features of conducting an inspection of the
scene during the investigation of shoplifting. It is emphasized that the success of the investigation of
criminal offenses of the specified category depends on the timeliness and quality of inspections in many
cases. Organizational and tactical features of the inspection of the scene of the event are considered at each
of three stages: preparatory, working and final.

Attention is paid to review tactics at the working stage. After carrying out organizational and
preparatory measures, the investigator moves to the working stage of the review. The inspection method is
chosen depending on the specific situation at the scene. Based on the created model of the event as a whole,
the nodal areas of the premises and terrain are determined, and the objects located in the areas where traces
could most likely have been left are specified. At the same time, it is necessary to proceed from the situation
of the scene, from the properties of the trace-receiving surface, and the mechanism of the formation of
various traces. During the inspection, it is advisable to be guided by the principle of an integrated approach
to the search for traces, that is, it is necessary to carefully search for traces formed by various objects:
handprints, shoes, burglary tools, microparticles, odor, etc.

Attention is paid to negative circumstances that may indicate that the theft was staged. They can be
unjustified violations of the situation, locking devices, the absence of crime traces in places where they
should logically be. In some cases, the nature of breaking obstacles may indicate that they were broken not
from the outside, but from the inside of the room. The final stage of the review consists in summarizing,
analyzing and evaluating the collected information and recording its results.

It was concluded that the considered investigative (research) action is one of the important ones from the
point of view of informativeness. The further course of the investigation depends on its success. Improving the
tactical techniques of conducting the review and the influence of its results on the conduct of other investigative
(search) actions for this category of cases is a promising direction of scientific development.

Keywords: investigation, investigator, thefts from the shops, review of place of event, tracks,
tactical receptions.
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