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CORUPTION AS A THREAT TO THE ECONOMIC SECURITY OF UKRAINE

Corruption is one of the global problems of our time; it greatly hinders the socio-economic
and political development of any country. Its influence on the country’s economy is growing, the
scale is increasing, and the scope of corruption crimes is expanding.

Ukraine received 33 points out of 100 in the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) for 2022. Our
score has increased by one point and now Ukraine ranks 116th out of 180 countries in the CPI [1].

The concept of "economic security” is inextricably linked with the concept of "national
security". The term "national security" has firmly entered the life of the modern world and has
become part of the domestic and foreign policy of many countries. For example, the USA is
developing a doctrine, concept and strategy of its national security, where special attention is paid
to issues of economic security. Since the economy is one of the vital aspects of the activity of the
individual, society and the state, the provision of national security is essentially impossible without
the provision of economic security. The security of the country in all its forms is implemented
through state financing, the basis of which is GDP, that is, economic security is the lever that
ensures the stability of all types of security against external and internal threats and ensures the
competitiveness of the state in the international arena. In the system of national security, economic
is the material basis of national sovereignty and determines the real possibilities in guaranteeing
other types of security. That is, economic security is the basis for the functioning of all its other
elements that are part of this system (military, technical, food, environmental).

Corruption (from the Latin corruption-bribery) is a socially dangerous phenomenon in the
field of politics and public administration, which is expressed in the deliberate use by
representatives of the authorities of their official status to illegally obtain property and non-
property benefits in any form. This phenomenon has become a threat to economic security of the
state, since its destructive effect is manifested in the decline of the country’s international prestige
and authority, the destruction of the moral and spiritual foundations of society, the
bureaucratization and corruption of public officials, and the increase in the level of crime.

In the Law of Ukraine "On Prevention of Corruption" dated October 14, 2014, corruption is
defined as the use by a person specified in the first part of Article 3 of the Law of official powers
or opportunities related to them for the purpose of obtaining an illegal benefit or accepting such a
benefit or accepting a promise /offers of such a benefit for oneself or other persons or, accordingly,
a promise/offer or provision of an unlawful benefit to the person specified in the first part of
Article 3 of the Law, or at his request to other natural or legal persons with the aim of inciting this
person to unlawfully use the official powers granted to him or related opportunities [2].

The analysis of a number of definitions of the concept of "corruption" makes it possible to
single out the general features of this phenomenon, which we propose to include:

1) Mutual obligations;
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2) Making decisions that contradict moral principles or violate current legislation;

3) Mutual benefit;

4) Deliberate adjustment of public interests to personal gain,

5) Obtaining certain preferences for both parties;

6) Efforts of both parties to hide their actions.

Summarizing the above, it should be noted that the concept of corruption is most often
associated with bribery of officials and unfair competition, but there are a number of prerequisites
that cover various spheres of social life and have developed historically. In particular, among the
prerequisites of corruption in Ukraine, the following can be distinguished:

1) Imperfect current legal framework that is subject to constant changes, the presence of
conflicts and methods of "circumventing" the law by illegal means;

2) Corruption of the authorities and excessive bureaucratization of the state apparatus, a
"bloated" state with unjustified broad powers;

3) The declarative nature of the reforms, the inconsistency in their implementation and
sometimes frank delay in the implementation of certain provisions, especially those concerning
political figures;

4) Non-transparent processes of denationalization of property;

5) Transfer of state property to private property in the interests of interested persons,
groups, and groups;

6) Criminalization of economic relations;

7) Passivity of specially created bodies to fight and counter corruption, law enforcement
agencies in bringing those guilty of corrupt acts to justice;

8) Spread in society of the opinion about the corruption of the authorities, the lack of
transparency of the adopted political and state decisions;

9) The desire of groups, including criminal groups, to solve their problems through officials
of the state apparatus;

10) Lack of favorable conditions for conducting business activities, significant tax burden
on economic entities.

At the current stage, corruption is one of the key threats to economic security, as it slows
down socio-economic progress, the process of establishing the democratic foundations of civil
society, and limits the realization of human and citizen rights and freedoms. Corruption has a
negative effect on the image of the country in the international arena, which leads to a decrease in
the place in international ratings, which leads to a decrease in the volume of foreign investments in
the economy of Ukraine.

Corruption as a systemic and complex phenomenon can guarantee business structures the
receipt of a state or municipal order, providing a stable source of funding for business activities (a
winning tender, participation in the implementation of a certain program or investment project).
Corruption makes it possible to deliberately create obstacles for business, artificially limiting its
supply, and at the same time receiving a significant profit. Such a situation in economic theory is
defined as the formation of monopoly profit, or monopoly rent [3].

In order to combat corruption and ensure the economic security of the state, it is necessary,
first of all, to ensure the work of independent anti-corruption bodies (NABU, the Specialized Anti-
Corruption Prosecutor’s Office), to establish a system of electronic declaration and to activate the
work of the NAKC in terms of timely and complete disclosure of information in e-declarations. In
addition, along with the performance of their direct functions, anti-corruption bodies should
cooperate with each other and avoid conflict situations, especially regarding the prosecution of
high-ranking officials.

One of the key factors in the successful fight against corruption is the political will, the
intentions of the state leadership to prevent and eradicate corruption at all levels of government
and in all its manifestations. This should be manifested in the prosecution of any person,
regardless of political preferences, position held by this person, proximity to the state leadership or
other subjective circumstances. The key and determining role in the implementation of political
will belongs to the head of state in connection with broad powers to ensure national security
(Chairman of the National Security Council of Ukraine, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine) and economic security, in particular, coordination of the activities of executive
authorities and law enforcement agencies.

Therefore, one of the measures to ensure the overcoming of corruption in public authorities
is the transparency of their activities, and most importantly, the return of public trust in officials
through the reduction of bureaucracy, the reduction of queues to the offices of high-ranking
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officials through the introduction of electronic reception desks and the processing of citizens’
appeals in a faster time frame.
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®EHOMEH KOPYIIIIi TA HJIAXUA MOTO MMOJOJAHHS

Kopynuis — oxHa 3 HaHOLIBIINX INTOOANBHUX MPOOJIEM y Cy4acHOMY CBiTi. SIka BUHUKIA Y
TUX, Y¥ IHIIKX (OpMax 3aJ0Bro 10 BCTAHOBJICHHS ChOTOHILIHBOTO CYCIIJIBHOTO YCTPOK Y CBITI.
BrnacHe 3akpimiieHe y 3aKOHOJABCTBI BHM3HAYCHHS KOPYMIII — 1€ BHUKOPUCTAHHS 0CO0O0IO0
3a3Ha4yeHo0 y crarTi 3 3akoHy YkpaiHu Ipo 3anobiraHHs xopynuii 1 HazaHux i ciyxOoBuX
HOBHOBA)XEHb UM IIOB’SI3aHUX 3 HUMHU MOXIIMBOCTEH 3 METOIO OJEp>KaHHSA HEI0 HEIpaBOMIpHOT
BUTO/IM, 200 TMPUIHATTS TAKOT BUTOJHM, YU MPHUIHSITTS Mpono3uiii (a0o 0OIlSHKH) TaKol BUTOIU
s cebe, yM IHIMIMX OCI0 — Il¢ BHM3HAYEHHS 3a3HaueHO y cTaTTi 1 3akoHy YkpaiHu mpo
3ano0iranus kopynuii [1] .

AxajeMiuyHe BU3HAUCHHS KOPYII] — IIe HETaTHBHE CYCIIJIBHE SBHINE, K BHPAKAETHCS Y
HPOTHIIPABHOMY BHKOPHCTAHHI CITyKOOBHMH 0COOaMH, MOJITHYHAMH Ta TPOMAJICEKUMU JisT9aMH
X IMO0CaJOBUX MOKJIMBOCTEH Ta MEBHUX MPHUBLICEBA 3 METOI 0COOUCTOTO 30arayeHHs.

Ha Hamynymky 3akoHOJaBU€ BH3HAYEHHS € OUIbII TOYHUM HDK aKaJleMiuHe — OCKLIbKH
BOHO Ilependadae Oinblie KOJIO Cy0’€KTiB KOpPYMIIMHOI JiIBHOCTI, a TaKoX OLIBII BIIy4YHO
BH3HAYA€ MMOTEHIIHHY BUTO/Y, 1[0 Ma€ HA METI OTPUMATH Cy0’ €KT KOPYMIIHHOTO JiSTHHSL.

XapaKTepHOI0, SICKPABO BUPAKEHOI XapaKTEPUCTHKOK KOPYIIIHHOTO isiHHS € KOHQIIKT
inTepecis [2]. Ha odiniliHoMmy nopraii HamioHanbHOro areHTCTBa 3 IMUTaHb 3a1100iraHHs KOPYIIii
€ OKpeMuil po3ail NpUCBSYEHUIN KOH(IIKTY iHTepeciB. PobOoui iHTepecH 0coOM MOYMHAIOTH
HepeTUHATUCh (HTU Y pO3pi3) ¢ IPpUBATHUMU IHTEpecaMu Li€i ocoOu.

3a3HYMMO OCHOBHI HETATHBHI HACIIIKH, 10 BUKJIUKAHI KOPYIILIE:

CyTTeBO 3aBaXkae KpaiHi pO3BUBATHCS, 3aBaKa€e MOOYAOBI IPOMaJSHCHKOTO CYCIIJILCTBA Ta
HE JIa€ Pi3HUM TIPABOBUM Ta JICP>)KAaBHUM IHCTUTYTaM €()EKTHBHO MPAIFOBATH.

Kopynuis npu3BoAUTb 10 BTPAaTH MOJATKIB — KO I0JATKOBI OpraHU IPUBJIACHIOIOTH COO1
HEBHY YaCTHUHY HOJATKIB.

Bona rampMye pO3BHTOK JAep)KaBHOI E€KOHOMIKM — HacaMmIepen depe3 Hee(heKTUBHHI
PO3HOALI 1 BUKOPUCTAHHS JIEPKaBHUX KOLITIB Ta PECYPCiB.

CyTreBe 3HWKEHHS e(DeKTUBHOCTI poOOTH YChOTO JIEPIKaBHOTO anaparty B I[IIOMY, 30KpeMa
gepes3 BTpATy Yacy Ha MOJIOJaHHS IEPEIIKO, IO IX CHPHYHHSIE SBUIIE KOPYIIIii.

Kopynuis nmpu3BOAMTH 10 TOTO, IO MPHBATHI MIANPHEMIN YCiX PIBHIB BTpadarTh CBOI
KOILITH — SIK HACJIIJIOK CTalOTh OAHKPYTAMH.

Ie cyTTeBO 3HIDKYE, @ HOAEKYAU HABITh B3arali yHEMOXKIIMBIIOE IHBECTULI] y Pi3HOMaHITH1
JiepKaBHi cepu 3-3a KOPJOHY.

Kopynuis npusBoauTh 1O HE LiIbOBOIO Ta HE €(PEKTUBHOIO PO3MOALTY MIKHApOIHOI
JIOTIOMOTH, 110 3MEHIIYE 1 HaJXO/PKEHHs y MailOyTHROMY Ta HE PO3BHBAE Ti chepu Ha sKi I
Jonomora Oyna BUJILIEHA.
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