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ON THE MODEL OF THE STRATEGY OF OPERATIONAL
AND EXPLORATIVE COUNTERFEIT OF CRIMINAL OFFENSES
(ECONOMIC CRIMES) IN AGRICULTURE

The focus of the study is to create a structural and logical model of the strategy of opera-
tional and investigative counteraction by operational units of law enforcement agencies to criminal
offenses (economic crimes) in the agro-industrial complex of Ukraine.

To solve a scientific problem it is necessary to perform the following tasks:

to formulate theoretical and methodological bases of the strategy of operative-search coun-
teraction to economic crimes in the sphere of agro-industrial complex of Ukraine;

to study the current state of legal regulation of operational and investigative activities, cur-
rent legislation and departmental regulations and develop proposals for their improvement and
alignment with the needs of practice;

to study the socio-economic and criminogenic situation in the field of agro-industrial com-
plex of Ukraine, its impact on food security of the state;

define the concept and structure of economic crimes in the field of agro-industrial complex,
provide their classification and comprehensive characteristics;

taking into account the current level of development of scientific knowledge in the field of
operational and investigative activities and other sciences of the criminal law cycle to clarify the
essence of operational and investigative characteristics of economic crimes in the field of agro-
industrial complex and formulate its author's definition;

to study the peculiarities of the organization of operative-search activity on the objects of
the agro-industrial complex of Ukraine, to formulate proposals on the improvement of their opera-
tive service and to develop its author's variant for application in modern conditions;

identify areas for improvement of information and analytical support, forecasting and plan-
ning of operational and investigative activities of operational units to combat these crimes;

in the sphere of interaction of operative divisions among themselves, other law enforcement
and controlling bodies in the course of operatively-search counteraction to the specified crimes to
define its forms, methods, levels; to suggest ways to increase the effectiveness of such interaction,
taking into account previously developed research and changes made by the new Criminal Proce-
dure Code of Ukraine;

to develop conceptual provisions that determine the specifics of the organization and tactics
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of operational and investigative counteraction to economic crimes in the field of agro-industrial
complex of Ukraine;

to improve the modern methodology of organization of operative service of objects of agro-
industrial complex;

develop recommendations aimed at improving the tactics of documenting and implement-
ing operational materials and their use during the pre-trial investigation;

identify areas for improving the interaction of operational units with investigators in the
course of covert investigative (search) actions, as well as overcoming the resistance to the criminal
environment.

Analyzing the laws and regulations adopted during the years of Ukraine's existence as an
independent state, the speeches of the leaders of our state, we can conclude that there is a lack of
understanding in Ukraine of the need for a systematic approach to combating economic crime.

The priority task is to combat theft and misuse of budget funds allocated by the state in
support of various sectors of the economy, including state programs for the development of agri-
culture in Ukraine, is one of the priorities. Such objects are the executive bodies that implement
the state socio-economic policy in the field of agriculture; large agricultural enterprises; other en-
terprises of different organizational and legal forms, which carry out their activities in the field of
agro-industrial complex. The country's agricultural sector, as an analysis of law enforcement
shows, remains one of the most criminal of all sectors of the economy. The main reason lies in the
fact that criminal structures are trying to actively participate in the distribution of budget funds that
are allocated for the development of the agro-industrial complex.

Comparing the indicators of work on the detection of crimes in the field of agriculture for
2014-2019, we can conclude that the effectiveness of this area has decreased. The reasons for the
decrease in the effectiveness of crime detection in the agro-industrial complex are the following
factors:

- lack of a balanced state policy on the development of the agricultural sector of the econo-
my, which is formed, not always in accordance with the real needs of Ukraine, as well as the de-
mand for certain types of agricultural products;

- lack of effective software to eliminate the causes and conditions that have led to the con-
stant criminalization of the agricultural sector of the economy and reduce the level of proper con-
trol and non-use of adequate criminogenic measures by the Cabinet of Ministers;

- lack of state support for technical and technological re-equipment of production and de-
velopment of market infrastructure. Reduction of expenses in support of domestic agricultural ma-
chinery and the Government's guarantee for the purchase of foreign equipment;

- the existence of an intersectoral price disparity inherent in the whole economy. The argu-
ment may be the difference in prices several times when selling the same groups of goods [3].

In the conditions that have developed, it is necessary to organize the work of operational
units, taking into account the achievements of positive experience in the areas noted above. The
concentration of efforts in the following priority areas will make it possible to increase the effi-
ciency of operational-search activities in the field to identify economic crimes in the agro-
industrial complex: ensuring the savings of budgetary funds allocated for the development of the
agro-industrial complex; identification of malfeasance, including facts of illegal gain; identifying
the facts of misuse of subsidies and subventions that are allocated from the state and regional
budgets to support agricultural producers, including within the framework of state programs and
targeted programs for the development of the agro-industrial complex; identification of crimes
committed in the field of agricultural land use in the course of business processes in the food and
processing industry [4, c. 197].

In order to establish the signs of crimes, it is worth classifying the methods of committing
crimes according to the origin of financial funds that acted as the object of encroachments, and
also to determine the characteristics of the subjects - recipients of funds.

As the subjects of crimes who commit these crimes in the field of the agro-industrial com-
plex, officials of state bodies who carry out the functions of implementing the state agrarian policy
can act; heads of agricultural enterprises; individuals in the status of individual entrepreneurs
(farmers), other individuals who are recipients of social assistance [4, c. 235].

Conclusions. Criminal offenses of an economic nature, which are committed at enterprises
of the agro-industrial complex, have a number of characteristic features due to the specifics of
production and economic activities of these objects of the Ukrainian economy.

The modern criminogenic situation in the agricultural sector is characterized by the follow-
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ing features: an increase in the number of detected crimes, the presence of a significant amount of
latent crime; the prevalence of organized crime; significant material damage caused by criminal
offenses.

The study of the methods of implementation of the investigated category of crimes showed
that they are distinguished by significant diversity, special sophistication, active adaptation of
criminals to new forms and methods of entrepreneurial activity.

The above data, which characterize the personality of criminals, must be taken into account
when identifying, preventing and documenting the analyzed category of crimes, organizing proper
operational services.

The study made it possible to determine the low efficiency of the activities of the opera-
tional units of the National Police in countering economic crimes in the studied area. Most re-
searchers testify to the need to provide operational units with scientifically based recommenda-
tions on combating agricultural crime in all areas of their activities.
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ON CONCEPTUAL PRINCIPLES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURAL MEANS FOR
ENSURING THE SAFETY OF CUSTOMS OFFICERS OF UKRAINE

Defining the conceptual foundations of criminal procedural means of ensuring the security
of customs officers of Ukraine requires coverage of theoretically formulated and empirically prov-
en provisions and recommendations and can be formed in the following areas [1, p. 179-183]:

The first direction "Theoretical and legal principles of security of customs officers" is cov-
ered by three blocks [2, p. 43; 3; 4, p. 27].

Block 1.1 "Scientific developments to ensure the safety of customs officers" examines the
state of scientific development of issues of customs officers.

As a result of the analysis of scientific publications on the issue of ensuring the safety of
law enforcement officers in general and customs officers in particular, the types of threats and pos-
sible ways to improve this activity are identified.

Block 1.2 "Legal regulation of security of customs officers".

In order for customs officers to successfully protect the rights and freedoms of citizens,
they need to professionally protect themselves, and for this they need to know the relevant legisla-
tion, be physically and technically prepared, skillfully and honestly perform their duties, even if
someone does not like it. - be assured that their conscientious work will be duly appreciated and
that the honor, dignity, health and property of them personally and their loved ones will be safely
protected.

An important condition for the legal protection of customs officers is their legal actions. A
study of legal protection issues has shown that it is impossible to eliminate the undesirable conse-
quences only by creating safe conditions, because customs officers often become the causes of
violations of the law.

Block 1.3 "Guarantees of legal protection of customs officers".

Some guarantees of legal protection of customs officers remain undefined and undisclosed
in essence. In this regard, the law should provide for the improvement of such measures to ensure
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