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ON THE ISSUE OF FORENSIC EXPERT RESEARCH OF ELECTION
DOCUMENTS

The constitutionally enshrined popular will through elections,
referendums and other forms of direct democracy must be accompanied by the
drafting of certain documents, including ballot papers, counting protocols,
protocols on the results of the counting of votes, election results, etc. Despite the
strict rules of the election procedure and the established responsibility for their
violations, the involvement of police and military personnel to maintain law and
order during the elections, statistics indicate repeated cases of various violations.

Thus, according to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, on the day
of voting, which was held on October 25, 2020, the police opened eight criminal
proceedings for violations during the election, five administrative protocols were
drawn up. A total of 121 applications and notifications submitted with the
election process were sent. The largest number of reports was recorded in Odesa
oblast - 35, in Kherson oblast - 31, in Kyiv oblast - 24, in Donetsk oblast - 9, 8
each in Sumy and Volyn oblasts, 6 in Khmelnytsky oblast. Most of the divisions
concern: illegal campaigning - 19 cases, conflict - 14, falsification of election
documents - 10, ballot photography - 8, illegal description - 4, voter bribery - 4,
enumeration of the election commission - 3, reduction or support of the ballot -
2, attempts to publish a bulletin - 2 [3].

Proof of falsification of election documents is not possible without the
appointment and conduct of forensic examinations. According to a survey of
practitioners, most of the surveys are signatures made on behalf of voters.
However, such studies are multi-object and time-consuming. In the documents it
1s important to address not only the issue of identification of persons, but the
establishment of signatures by one person. It is not uncommon to perform one's
own signature on behalf of voters while preserving one's own transcription -
64%; execution of a fictitious signature with a monogram of letters of the name
and surname - 27%; other ways - 9% of signatures.
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If the examination of the employee's own signature on behalf of voters
while preserving their own transcription does not cause difficulties in
identification, then when performing fictitious signatures, they necessarily
follow the features of the real signature of the performer. Some of them are
visible to the naked eye. It is necessary to pay attention to such general features
as slow writing, decreased coordination of movements and the degree of
production, reduced or no combinations between elements, uneven signature
line, undifferentiated pressure, and so on. Among the private features in the
disputed signature should be noted clearly expressed points of beginning and
end of movements, the wavyness of rectilinear elements, and so on. Fictitious
signatures, which often coincide in transcription with the name of the voter,
must be compared not only with samples of the performer's signatures, but also
with his handwriting. This fact must be taken into account by the investigator in
advance and take comparative samples in full.

According to scientists, forged official documents are not only those
documents that are made improperly (contain false information, but are correct
in form), but also those that are made illegally [1, p.5]. Confirming this
statement, it should be noted that during the study of election documentation, the
expert 1s often faced with questions about how to make a form of the document.
Without wasting time, in such cases it is appropriate to immediately appoint a
comprehensive handwriting and technical examination of documents.

Another important object of study in the exercise of suffrage is the cliché
of seals and their prints. Although the order does not require the use of seals,
they serve as additional protection against forgery on election documents.
Therefore, we consider the issue of the method of stamping election documents
to be relevant. In particular, if available, it is possible to establish the sequence
of printing, signature and imprint of the seal, which may serve as additional
evidence of non-compliance with the established sample.

Thus, it should be noted that when detecting invalid -election
documentation, one should pay attention not only to the general appearance of
the documents, but also to the signatures, imprints of seals, and the method of
making the forms. To enter false information in the documents, offenders
perform their own signature on behalf of others or a signature with a fictitious
transcription. For a complete and rapid expert examination of such objects, it is
appropriate to appoint a comprehensive handwriting and technical examination
of documents.
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JO IIMTAHHA BUKOPUCTAHHA CIIEINIAJIBHUX 3HAHD ITPU
PO3CIAYBAHHI KPUMIHAJIBHUX ITPABOIIOPYIIEHD ITPOTHU
I'POMAJACBKOI'O HOPAAKY

Posrnsimaroun muTaHHS OO BUKOPUCTAHHS CHEIabHUX 3HAaHb MPH
PO3CIiAyBaHHI KPUMIHAIBHHUX MPABOMOPYIIEHb MPOTH TPOMAICHKOTO MOPSAKY,
BBAKAEMO 3a HEOOXIJHE HarajaTth, 10 CaM€ pPO3YMIEThCS MiJ TEPMIHOM
«cremianbHl 3HaHH». JlOoCHDKeHHI0 TpoOJieM IIi€l KaTteropii MpualIsSeThCs
3HaYHA yBara B OPUANYHIN JIITEpaTypi.

Tak, Ha naymxy €.l 3yeBa, cnemianbHuMu € nOpodeciiiHi, 1o
BIATMOBIAIOTh CYYaCHOMY pPIBHIO PO3BHUTKY, IMi3HAHHS (BUKIIOYAIOYM Taly3i
MpOIIECYaJbHOr0 Ta MaTEplajJbHOTO MpaBa) y HayIll, TEXHIIl, MUCTEITBI a0o
pemMeciii, BAKOPUCTAHHS SIKUX Y OOpOThO1 31 3JIOUMHHICTIO CIPHSE BUSIBICHHIO
JI0OKa30BO1 Ta OMNEpPaTUBHO-PO3IIYKOBOI 1H(OpMAIli, a TaKOXK $KI CHPUSIOTH
po3poOIl TEXHIYHMX 3ac00iB 1 TAKTUYHUX HPHUMOMIB BUSBICHHS 1 (ikcarii
C1I1B a00 1HIIMX O3HAK 3JIOUMHHHUX HisHG [1, c. 67].

3okpema b. B. PomaHiok Hajae Take TIIyMadyeHHS: «CHellaJibHI 3HAHHS —
1Ie CYKYMHICTh HAyKOBO OOIPYHTOBAHUX BIJOMOCTEH OKpEeMOro (CHemiaJbHOTo
BUJY), IKUMH BOJIOJIIIOTh OCOOM — CIELIAJIICTH B paMKax Oyab-sKoi nmpodecii B
PI3HUX Tay3siX HayKH, TEXHIKH, MUCTELTBA Ta peMecia 1 BIANOBIIHO 10 HOPM
KPUMIHAJIBHO-TIPOIIECYAIbHOTO  3aKOHOJIABCTBA BUKOPUCTOBYIOTH  iX  JUIS
YCHIIIHOTO BUPIIICHHS 3aB/IaHb KPUMIHAJIBLHOTO CYJOUMHCTBa [7, c. 23]. A Bxke
I'. I. 'pamoBuY BKa3ye, MO «CHELIAIBHUMHU B KPUMIHAIBHO-IIPOLIECYATBHOMY
3Ha4YeHHI OyAyTh CHCTEMAaTM30BaHI HAYKOB1 3HAHHS, BMIHHS Ta HaBUYKHU B
OKpeMiil raiy3l JIIOACBKOI JISJIBHOCTI (BUKIIOYAIOYM 3HAaHHA B ramysi
MaTepiaibHOTO 1 MPOIECyaIbHOTO TpaBa), OJepKaHi B  Pe3yJbTaTi
LIJIeCIpPSAMOBAHOT  Mpo(deciiiHOi  MIATOTOBKM Ta  JOCBiAYy poOOTH, IO
BUKOPUCTOBYIOTBCSI 3 METOIO 30MpaHHs JOKa30BOI Ta OpleEHTYI0UOI 1H(OpMalii
PO 3JI0YMHHE [ISIHHS, a TaKOX CHPHUSIOTh PO3POOIN TEeXHIYHUX 3aco0iB 1

HpHﬁOMiB p06OTI/I 3 A0Ka3aMH Ta BCTAaHOBJICHHA BaroMHuXx O6CTaBI/IH, o MaroThb
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