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ABSTRACT 

Valentin Dvornyk, Roman Opatsky, Natalya Devyatkina, Serhiy Kovalev. Marriage: 
retrospective review and perspectives. The article is devoted to the study of the evolution of marital 
relations, and an attempt to forecast the further development of this institution. 

The author conducted a retrospective analysis of marriage as an institution of society using the 
historical method of cognition. It was established that the primary form of the studied relationship was 
promiscuity, that is, unregulated chaotic relationships that were based only on instincts. The further 
development of the institution of marriage directly depended on the economic development of society 
(polygamy, polyandry) and religious beliefs. 

It has been established that currently marriage is a fairly researched legal category. Scientists have 
highlighted the main features: it is a voluntary union of two people. Thus, in the event of the death of one 
of the members, the marriage automatically ceases to exist.; a mandatory condition of this union is that 
the persons belong to different sexes; concluding a marriage involves the creation of a family, that is, the 
birth and joint upbringing of children; no regulatory act provides for the terms for which the marriage is 
concluded, and therefore this union can be considered indefinite; marriage union is voluntary. No one can 
be forced into marriage or forced to stay in it; marriage is an equal union of two equal people. 

Today, the process of transformation of marital relations has not stopped and continues to evolve 
together with social relations. Now, marriage is not a stable union of a man and a woman, as the final 
choice for a lifetime to create a family, give birth and raise children. Rather, it is a contracted union of a 
man and a woman to satisfy their own spiritual, cultural and emotional interests for a period of their 
complete satisfaction. A similar trend, in our opinion, will continue in the future with the gradual 
legalization of same-sex marriages. Marriage itself will be a temporary union of two people aimed at 
achieving common interests and satisfying cultural and emotional needs. 

Keywords: marriage, family, family union, signs of marriage, state registration of marriage. 
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